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Pres - Carroll Falcon 

Herman Waguespack 
 American Sugarcane League 
     

    A very informative presen-
tation   about the 2016 sugar-
cane harvest was provided by 
Herman Waguespack, Senior 
Agronomist with the Ameri-
can Sugarcane League.  Her-
man has 32 years experience 
as an agronomist and states 
that each sugar harvest sea-
son is different.  As with any 
year, the sugarcane crop is 
highly dependent on what 
Mother Nature provides and 
growers, researchers and pro-
cessors must adjust to harvest 
the best crop possible. The 
2016 season will go down in 
history as the sweetest crop 

on record at 251# sugar/ ton 
of cane.  However, a wet har-
vest season in 2015, a mild 
winter and prolonged wet 
spring all affected growth 
and development of the stub-
ble crop, which is 2/3 of each 
year’s sugarcane crop.  With 
limited cultivation and fertili-
zation opportunities during 
the spring combined with 
increased insect problems 
caused by the mild winter, 
the 2016 harvest season 
yielded a state average of 
31.8 tons of cane/ acre.  This 
is about 10% below the nor-
mal state production average.   

THE FOUR WAY TEST 
   1.) Is it the TRUTH? 
   2.) Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
   3.) Will it build GOOD  WILL 
and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
   4.) Will it be BENEFICIAL to 
all concerned? 
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There are only eleven (11) sugar mills re-
maining in Louisiana to process about 12 
million tons of sugarcane grown on approxi-
mately 400,000 acres in Louisiana.  Each 
mill is capable of grinding over 1 million 
tons of cane over a 90- 110 day period.  
Even with the suppressed tonnage, the indus-
try enjoyed dry weather for about 75% of the 
harvest season.  This allowed the mills to do 
a very good job with sugar recovery result-
ing in the record sugar produced per ton of 
cane.  In the end, over 1.6 million lbs. of raw 
sugar was produced.  This ranks as the third 
best crop in the 220 year history of the sugar 
industry.    
    Herman addressed briefly the new admin-
istration as it relates to the sugar industry.  
With the uncertainty surrounding Mexico 
and NAFTA, there are concerns with the un-
known; however, the selection for Secretary 
of Agriculture and the attitude of the new 
administration towards agriculture and free 
and fair trade all seem favorable for the U.S 
sugar program.  The sugar industry has a 

strong, united lobbying group to make sure 
the industry’s views are known as the new 
administration moves forward.  
     In closing, Herman stated that the Louisi-
ana sugar industry has survived and thrived 
for 220 years.  With continued cooperation 
between growers, researchers and proces-
sors, the industry stands ready to work 
through any problems Mother Nature brings 
to the industry.              

Area Clubs for Meeting Makeup's 
Town  Day/Time        Location  
Houma  Wed/Noon Quality Inn 
Houma Sunrise Tue/7:30 AM Cannata’s Cafe 
Houma-Terre Thur/Noon Quality Inn 
Patterson Wed/6:30 PM. Harbor Seafood Inn 
Grand Isle Wed/7:00 PM. Community Center 
Donaldsonville Thur/Noon Café Lafourche 
Lockport Thur/Noon C’est Cajun Catering 
Morgan City Thur/Noon Petroleum Club 
Golden Meadow Thur/7:00 PM P.J.’s Fed Pond 
EarlyAct Club 1st/3rd Tue/7:55 AM St Charles Elem. 
NSU Rotaract 2nd&4th Thurs 4:30 PM  LeBijou   
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Upcoming Speakers 
 

FEBRUARY 7 
TAMMY LEDET 
THE CHAMBER 

 
FEB 14 

ARCHIE MANNING 
 
 

Invoices are due!!   


