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Concealed Handgun Carry

Ben Harang

On 19 July, Ben Ha-
rang spoke on concealed
handgun carrying. Ben, who
has been a realtor with
Donnes Real Estate in
Thibodaux since 1994, began
volunteering with the
Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s
Office in 2001. He is a grad-
uate of the Lafourche Sher-
iff’s Regional Peace Officer
Standards and  Training
(POST) Academy, an author-
ized Louisiana State Police
Handgun Permit Instructor,
and an NRA Law Enforce-
ment Firearms Instructor for
Handguns and Shotguns.

Since 2001, he has patrolled
streets in Lafourche Parish
and has provided firearms
training to members of the
Sheriff’s Office.

Ben has also compet-
ed in handgun competitions
around the state, representing
the Lafourche Parish Sher-
iff’s Office as a reserve depu-
ty in 2002. He regularly
competes in handgun compe-
titions across the south, from
Texas to Alabama. A long-
time gun rights supporter, he
has served as a volunteer lob-
byist at the Louisiana Legis-
lature since inception of the
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Concealed Handgun Permit in 1996.

Ben reminded us of the three funda-
mental gun safe-handling rules: Always (1)
point the gun in a safe direction, (2) keep
your finger off the trigger, and (3) keep the
gun unloaded until ready to use. He clarified
that Louisiana, as a “Shall Issue” state, will
issue concealed carry permits to applicants
unless they are prohibited by law from own-
ing or possessing a firearm. Around the
country, permit holders have historically
proven to be one of the most law-abiding
groups in society.

Concealed carry is an adjuvant of self
-defense in society. Ben reminded us that by
law deadly force can only be used by or for
an innocent victim of an attack (not to de-
fend property) and only when that attack rep-
resents a threat of serious bodily harm. The
attack must be imminent and within the abil-
ity of the attacker, and once the threat dis-
continues so does justification for the de-
fender’s use of deadly force. Should a de-
fender use deadly force, then arrest, booking,

jail time, and prosecution are all possibilities
for the defender. Therefore, use of a firearm
is always a last resort, and it is always pref-
erable to deter, evade or escape an attack.
Some fundamental things a carrier and po-
tential defensive user of a firearm should
consider include (1) personal conviction to
take a life in order to save one, (2) moral and
religious tolerance for taking life, and (3)
ability to tolerate judgement of family,
friends, neighbors, and socie-
ty. Finally, Ben reminded us
that permission to carry a con-
cealed permit is a privilege—
not a right—and ultimately a
very personal decision.

Please help to fill this year's calendar. If you
would like to schedule a program, please
contact Ken Chadwick, Program Chairper-
son. His email address is:

ken.chadwick@nicholls.edu.

Area Clubs for Meeting Makeup's

Town Day/Time Location
Houma Wed/Noon Quality Inn

Houma Sunrise  Tue/7:30 AM  Cannata’s Cafe
Houma-Terre ~ Thur/Noon Quality Inn
Patterson Wed/6:30 PM.  Harbor Seafood Inn
Grand Isle Wed/7:00 PM.  Community Center
Donaldsonville  Thur/Noon Café Lafourche
Lockport Thur/Noon C’est Cajun Catering
Morgan City Thur/Noon Petroleum Club

Golden Meadow Thur/7:00 PM
EarlyAct Club
NSU Rotaract

P.J.”s Fed Pond

2nd&4th Thurs 4:30 PM  LeBijou

1st/3rd Tue/7:55 AM St Charles Elem.

Upcoming Speakers
7/26/2016— Michelle Chiasson
50 Years of EDW

8/2/2016- Greg Stock
TRMC Wellness Center

8/9/2016
President’s Choice
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