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Nikki Waltrich 
Americorps 

 
WRITTEN BY: Tim Robichaux 
 
Nikki Waltrich is from Chi-
cago, Illinois and is in the 
Thibodaux area for one year 
working with AmeriCorps, 
which is a corporation for 
National & Community Ser-
vice.  Nikki is the VISTA 
Regional Outreach Coordina-
tor and works specifically 
with Prevent Child Abuse 
Louisiana. 
 Nikki began by dis-
tinguishing between abuse 
and neglect.  Abuse is any act 
that seriously endangers the 

physical, mental, or emotion-
al health and safety of a 
child.  Neglect is failing to 
provide for a child’s basic 
need and, as a result, the 
child’s physical, mental or 
emotional health and safety 
is threatened or impaired.  
Louisiana has consistently 
ranked in the bottom three 
states for overall child well-
being.  There was thirty-one 
fatalities attributed to child 
abuse and neglect in Louisi-
ana in 2014.  The majority of 
the case reported, about 85% 
are neglect. 
 Nikki expressed to 

THE FOUR WAY TEST 
   1.) Is it the TRUTH? 
   2.) Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
   3.) Will it build GOOD  WILL 
and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
   4.) Will it be BENEFICIAL to 
all concerned? 
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Boyd Hebert 01-Oct 
Robert Naquin 02-Oct 
John Weimer 02-Oct 
Barry Landry 03-Oct 
Lindy Hoffmann 08-Oct 
Leo Pitre 10-Oct 
Al Badeaux 26-Oct 
Ben Malbrough 27-Oct 

Spouses   
Faye Kalpakis 03-Oct 
Anne Rodrigue 10-Oct 
Dianne Frost 12-Oct 
Roseann Guillermo 22-Oct 
Jason Flores 22-Oct 
Nickole Chiasson 27-Oct 
Sheela Plater 31-Oct 



 

 

the club that prevention is the key.  Ways to 
promote prevention are to develop nurturing 
atmospheres, educate parents and caretakers, 
and develop a trusted network of family and 
friends to help in times of need.   Prevention 
of child abuse can save millions of dollars.  
Nikki explained to us about KIDLINE, 
which is an anonymous, toll-free, statewide 
telephone service offering crisis intervention, 
support, parenting information, and referrals 
to community resources within the state of 
Louisiana.  She informed us that most people 
are unaware of this program, and she encour-
aged us to promote awareness of it. 
 AmeriCorps VISTA’s regional plan 
is to develop an outreach system and build 
partnerships with community organizations 
in order to promote the availability of KID-
LINE as a resource for families, and expand 
the reach of the Nurturing Parenting pro-
gram.  The ways that we can help are by vol-
unteering, partnering with AmeriCorps 
VISTA, staying informed and donating 
funds. 

Area Clubs for Meeting Makeup's 
Town  Day/Time        Location  
Houma  Wed/Noon Quality Inn 
Houma Sunrise Tue/7:30 AM Cannata’s Cafe 
Houma-Terre Thur/Noon Quality Inn 
Patterson Wed/6:30 PM. Harbor Seafood Inn 
Grand Isle Wed/7:00 PM. Community Center 
Donaldsonville Thur/Noon Café Lafourche 
Lockport Thur/Noon C’est Cajun Catering 
Morgan City Thur/Noon Petroleum Club 
Golden Meadow Thur/7:00 PM P.J.’s Fed Pond 
EarlyAct Club 1st/3rd Tue/7:55 AM St Charles Elem. 
NSU Rotaract 2nd&4th Thurs 4:30 PM  LeBijou   
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Upcoming Speakers 
 

OCT 18 
Frank Besson 

Troop C Commander 
 

OCT 25 
Karim Belhadjali 

Louisiana 2017 Masterplan 


